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PRICES  OF  BARROWS  AND  GILTS  PURCHASED 
AT  CHICAGO,  1941-50 


DOLLARS 

PER  100 
POUNDS 


25 


20 


10 


CEILING  PRICE*  (CHICAGO  BASIS) 

DATE  EFFECTIVE 

PRICE 

HEIGHT  ANO  CLASS 

10-  4-43 

$14.75 

AL-L  PURCHASES 

5- 15-44 

f  $14.75 
L  $14.00 

240  #  OR  LESS 

OVER-240  ? 

10-30-44 

f  $14.75 
I  $14,00 

270  #   OR  LESS 
OVER  270  * 

12-13-44 

f  $11.75 

ALL  BARROWS 
AND  GILTS 

\  $14.00 

OTHER  HOGS 

10-  9-45 

r  $14.85 
\  $14.10 

ALL  BARROWS 
AND  GILTS 

OTHER  HOGS 

7-  1-46 

ALL  PURCHASES 

9  -  1-46 

$16.25 

ALL  PURCHASES 

10-15-46 

ALL  PURCHASES 

TEMPORARY 
PRICE  FREEZE 
(  TMPR  8  ) 
MARCH  23,  1942 


CEILING  PRICE 


CHANGE  TO 

WEEKLY  GUIDE,  7  MARKETS 


SUPPORT  PRICE, 
—  CHICAGO  — 
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SUPPORT 

PRICE  (  CHICAGO  BASIS  ) 

CATE  EFFECTIVE 

PRICE 

(EIGHT  AND  GRADE 

4-  3-41 

$9.00 

ALL  PURCHASES 

9-  8-41 

855?  PARITY 

10-  2-42 

90S  PARITY 

11-27-42 

$13.25 

240-270 

K 

4-10-43 

$13.75 

240-270 

o 

9-  1-43 

$13.75 

200-270 

o 

12-23-43 

$13.75 

200-300 

5 

1-27-44 

$13.75 

200-330 

4  -  1 5  -  44 

$13.75 

200-270 

O 

5-15-44 

$13.75 

180-270 

a 

q: 

10-   1  -44 

$12.50 

200-240 

>  5 

11  • 26  -  44 

$12.50 

200-270 

4  -  1 1  -  45 

$13.00 

-270 

u 

4-25-45 

$13.00 

-300 

o 

5-21-45 

$13.00 

ALL  WEIGHTS 

z 

u 

10-  1-46 

$12.75-15.00 

a 

4-  1-47 

$15.25-17.25 

z 
•< 

10-  1-47 

$14.50-16.75 

a 

4-  1-48 

$16.50-18.50 

o 

10-  1-48 

$15.25-17.50 

o 
o 

4-  3-49 

$16.25-18.50 

PRICE  GUIDES,  SEVEN  MARKETS 

DATE  EFFECTIVE 

PRICE 

WEIGHT  AKD  GRADE 

10-  1-49 

$14.75-18.45 

ALL  WTS. 

BARROWS 

AND  GILTS 

illiililliiliilnliilnliiliilillllliiliiliiliiliiliiliil 


1941    1942    1943    1944   1945    1946   1947   1948    1949   1950  1951 

*  DID  NOT  APPLY  TO  HOGS  SOLD  FOR  FEEDING  OYER  30  DAYS,  FOR  BREEDING 
TO  SERUM  MANUFACTURERS,  OR  BY  NATIONAL  YOUTH  ORGANIZATIONS 


U.  8.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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Along  with  prices  of  most  meat  animals, 
prices  of  hogs  advanced  in  April  and  May. 
Chic  ago  prices  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  $19»26  in 


mid-June  were  $3.32  per  100  pounds  higher  than 
in  early  April  and  were  within  $1.06  of  June 
1949  prices. 
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T  H  E  .  L;  I  V  E  S  T  C  C  K    A  ll  D    MEAT    vS  I  T  U  A  T  I  0  il 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Eoard^.  June  26,  1950 

ALout  an  average  seasonal  inoreap^e  in  trices  of  meat  andirals  end 
m^ets  eeeiuS  likely  this  sunir.er*     Peak  prices  may  occur  in  late  sum-aer  or 
early  fall.    Prices  of  cattle  are  novr  higher  than  last  year  and  are  ex- 
P3f  tod  to  continue  higher  tlirough  the  suiraer.    Prioer.  of  hogs  levelled 
off  in  June  after  rising  rapidly  from  mid-April  through  May  and  are  not 
-likely  to  top  those  of  last  suiraner*    Prafcable  exceptions  to  the  general 
uptrend  this  suiiimor  are  sheep  and  lambs  and  lower  grodss  of  cattle^  prices 
for  v^hioh  are  likely  to  decline  seasonally, 

.Meat  production  this  surnmer  is  expected  to  be  about  equal  to  that 
of  last  summer.    About  as  many  barrows  and  gilts  as  a  year '  earlier ,  ,  and  a 
fevr  more  sov;3,     are  expected  to  be  slaughtered*  ,  ]i';arketings  of  cattle  from 
feedlot?  may  not  be.  as  large  this  surmer  as  last,  preventing  beef  supplies 
from,  equalling  lasb.year  until  late  in  the  season^    More  cattle  weie  on 
feed  this  vdnter  and  spring  than  last,  but  thsy  were  scheduled  for  later 
marketing a 

Meat  prodL^cticn  during  the  last  two-and  ore-half  years  has  about 
kept  pace  with  the  population  growth*    Hence  there  has  been  little  chrnge 
in  ai'.i.nual  consumption  per  person,.     In  the  first  quarter,  consv.'iption  per 
person  was  about  equal  to  that  a  year  earlier.     Second-and  third- quarter 
consumption  may  also  total  about  the  same  as  in  19<!:9,     In  the  fourth 
quarter^  there  may  be  m^ore  beef  end  more  pork  than  a  year  earlier,  and  total 
meat  consumption  per  person  may  be  somev/hat  larger. 

A_dditiotLal  beef  late  this  ysar  will  come  mainly  from  slaughter  of 
grain- fed  cattle,  numbers  of  which  may  not  ^decline  as  much  as  they  d^.d  in 
late  1949.    The  extra  quantity  of  pork  will  result  from  the  larger  1950 
spring  pig  cropo    The  crop  of  30  million  rigs  this  spring  was  3  percent 
larger  than  the  1949  spring  crop  and  a  new  peacetine  records     In  the  last 
two  years,  much  of  the  increase  in  nunibers  of  pigs  was  offset  by  a  reduction 
in  slaughter  Vi^eights  of  hogs.,    Weights  next  fall  and  mnter  may  b-^  about  as 
heavy  as  this  past  year.    Thus  the  increase  In  pigs,  saved  will  probably  be 
reflected  in  an  equivalent  increase  in  total  pork  production,  end  a  small 
inoreace  in  production  per  person* 

Five  percent  more  sows  farrowed' this  spring  thian  last.     This  increase 
was  less  than  the  7  percent  gain  indicated  last  December*    A  \Teakness  in  hog 
prices  during  the  winter,  together  with  rising  prices  of  corn,'  probably 
accounts  for  the  smaller  increase  than  had  been  intended. 

Litters  were  farrowed  sligiitly  earlier,  bn  the  average,  this  spring 
than  in  1949.^ 
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Farr.ers*  reports  on  June  1  indicated  that  they  intended  to  have 
5  percent  r.ore  sov/s  farrow  fall  pit^s  this  year  than  last.    V/ith  litters  of 
average  size,  the  fall  pig  orop  v.ould  be  about  39  million,  or  5  peroenb 
Eore  than  last  year.    .The  increase  T.ould  be  the  fourth  in  succession,  and 
the  1950  fall  crop  rould  be  28  percent  larger  than  the  1946  crop  of 
30.5  millicn. 


REVIE\Y  AM)  OUTLOOK 

Spring;  Pig  Crop  Up  ^  Percent 

The  1950  spring  pig  crop  of  60  million  -.vas  3  percent  larger  than  the 
1949  orop  and  a  new  peacetime  record. 

Five  percent  more  sows  farrovred  this  spring  than  last.    The  size  of 
litter  v/as  dovm  slightly,  averaging  6.51  compared  vdth  the  near  record  of 
6.45  pigs  last  spring. 

Last  December,  farmers*  reports  indicated  that  they  intended  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  sovs  to  farrow  by  7  percent.     In  failing  to  carry  out 
their  intentions  fully,  they  probably  v;ere  influenced  by  the  weakness  in 
prices  of  hogs  during  the  winter.     Prices  increased  less  than  urual  fron 
beoember  to  L^arch,  holding  close  to  the  support  lovel  and  averaging-  ^^o.OO 
to  v4,C0  per  100  pounds  belo^v  a  year  earlier.     Meanwhile,  "the  price  of  corn 
was  increasing  and  the  hpg-corn  price  ratio  dropped  to  only  a  little  above 
average.    Kot  until  the  middle  of  April  did  hog  prices  strengthen  appreci- 
ably. 

More  Litters  Born  in 
February  and  L'arch 

Farrov.dng  dates  show  a  furtrier  shift  to  earlier  farrov/ings  this 
spring.     The  proportion  of  farrov/ings  in  December  and  January  v/as  sli^tly 
siraller  than  last  year.    Hov-'ever,  the  percentage  farrowed  in  February 
increased  to  12,0,  the  largest  proportion  on  record  for  that  month,  Iluoh 
of  the  shift  to  earlier  farrov:ings  took  place  in  the  Corn  Belt,  Farrow- 
ings  through  Ilarch  comprised  45.0  percent  of  the  total  for  these  States 
compared  ""rith  42.6  percent  for  the  came  period  last  year. 

Compared  vdth  1937-41  too,  the  1950  distribution  by  months  shows 
more  concentration  of  farrowings  Just  before  the  center  of  the  spring 
season.    The  percentage  of  spring  farrowings  coming  in  Februarj''  is  up  to 
12.0  compared  with  10.5  percent  prev/ar,  and  the  percentage  in  iiaroh  is 
30,5  percent,  up  from  26.5  percent  prewar.    50.1  percent  of  sovrs  fan'ov.lng 
this  spring  farrowed  in  the  first  4  months  of  the  season  as  compared  vdth 
46,3  percent  prewar. 

Fall  Crop  to  be_  Increased  5  Percent 

Farmers'  intentions  on  June  1  v;ere  for  5  percent  rrjore  sows  to  farrow 
this  fall  th-on  last.  At  an  average  of  6.5  pigs  per  litter,  39  million  pigs 
would  be  saved.    This  number  v.ould  be  5  oercent  more  than  were  saved  last 
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Table  1.-  Sows  farrowing,  pigs  aaved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter,  spring  and  fall  pig  orops. 
United  States  and  by  regions,  average  15I37-41,  annual  1942-50 


SPRING  Pia  CBOP  . 


Horth 

1             North  Central 

t  i 
t       South  : 

1 

South  : 

Dhited 

Tear 

Atlantlo 

: 

t      Atlantlo  t 

Central  i 

westarn 

Statas 

1  East 

J  West 

t  t 

i 

t 

Thousands 

Ihousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Sows  farroviing 

1937-41  av.  : 

140 

2,016 

3,417 

580 

1,069 

512 

7.S84 

1942  t 

151 

2,467 

4,674 

666 

1,514 

413 

9,684 

1943  1 

210 

2,947 

5,997 

818 

1,686 

516 

12,174 

1944  t 

198 

2.416 

4,301 

772 

1,227 

332 

9,246 

1945  1 

154 

2,129 

4,111 

620 

1,024 

260 

8,298 

1946  1 

144 

2,169 

3,876 

639 

1,027 

254 

8,109 

1947  t 

157 

2,313 

4,266 

670 

1,003 

243 

8,652 

1948  : 

148 

2,113 

3,761 

655 

1,019 

270 

7,964 

1949  1 

161 

2,412 

4,395 

688 

' 1,125 

273 

9,054 

1950  1/  .  1 

140 

2,613 

4,668 

717 

1,156 

245 

9,613 

Pigs  saved 

1937-41  av.  : 

886 

12,961 

21,472 

3,377 

6,157 

1,948 

46,801 

1942  i 

952 

16,378 

29,623 

3,914 

7,781 

2,545 

61,093' 

1943  i 

1,304 

16,252 

36,899 

4,720 

9,907 

5,141 

74,223 

1944  t 

1,316 

15,195 

25,568 

4,482 

7,162 

2,033 

55,754 

1945  : 

1,000 

14,176 

25,756 

3,636 

6,003 

1,619 

52,189 

1946  : 

984 

14,559 

25,324 

3,779 

6,130 

1,616 

62,392 

1947  : 

1,019 

14,278 

26,031 

3,956 

5,992 

1,526 

52,802 

1948  : 

985 

14,066 

24,348 

3,969 

6,212 

1,686 

51,266 

1949  : 

1,092 

16,034 

28,340 

4,215 

6,996 

1,749 

58,426 

1950  1/  , 

904 

16,553 

29,547 

4,478 

7,058 

1,539 

60,079 

Pigs  saved  per  litter 

Homber 

I^lDer 

Noniber 

Humber 

Humber 

number  , 

IJumibar 

1957-41  ar.  : 

6*32 

6.45 

6.30  . 

5.82 

6.76 

6.24 

6.22 

1942  t 

6.31 

6.64 

6.32 

5.89 

5.92 

6.17 

6.31 

1943  t 

6.21 

6.19 

6.15 

5.77 

5.88 

6.09 

6.10 

1944  i 

6.63 

6.29 

5.94 

5.81 

5.84 

6.12 

6.03 

1945  1 

6.62 

6.66 

6.27 

5.87 

5.86 

6.22 

6.29 

1946  ! 

6,79 

O*  1  i. 

6.53 

5.91 

5.97 

6.55 

6.46 

1947  1 

6.49 

6.17 

6.10 

6.90 

5.97 

6.27 

6.10 

1948  : 

6.63 

6.66 

6.47 

6.08 

o.lu 

6.24 

6.44 

1949  : 

6.80 

6.65 

6.45 

6.13 

6.22 

6.39 

6.45 

1950  1/  , 

6.46 

6.33 

6.33 

'  6.25 

B.22 

6.27 

6.31 

FALL  PI(J  CROP 

Sows  farrowing 

Thousandls 

Thousands 

^ousands 

Tiiousonds 

Thousahds 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1937-41  av.  i 

127 

1,471 

1,480 

507 

963 

264 

4,802 

1942  : 

157 

1,994 

2,405 

656 

1,284 

364 

6,840 

1943  t 

220 

2,247 

2,463 

771 

1,454 

410 

7,665 

1944  t 

155 

1,536 

1,544 

552 

914 

201 

4.882 

1945  1 

139 

1,705 

1,848 

558 

976 

200 

5,426 

1946  1 

120 

1,615 

1,446 

589 

883 

160 

4,713 

1947  t 

119 

1,566 

1,534 

598 

908 

182 

4.907 

1948  : 

125 

1,631 

1.704 

575 

923 

200 

5,158 

1949  i 

122 

1,849 

1,968 

605 

981 

201 

5,726 

1950  2/  t 
t 

106 

1,966 

2,194 

605 

966 

180 

6.017 

Pigs  saved 

' 

1937-41  av.  t 

844 

9,756 

9,400 

3,051 

5,769 

1,608 

30,428 

1942  : 

1,059 

13,152 

15,362 

3,901 

8,054 

2,322 

43,810 

1943  : 

1,445 

14,489 

15.469 

4,696 

8,917 

2,568 

47,884 

1944  > 

909 

10,164 

9,782 

3,276 

5,500 

1,274 

30,905 

1945  : 

919 

11,224 

11,761 

3,401 

6,007 

1,281 

34,593 

1946  t 

808 

10,194 

9,574 

3,597 

5,582 

993 

30,548 

1947  t 

822 

10,258 

9,760 

3,668 

6,668 

1,169  ' 

1948  s 

864 

11,066 

11,280 

3.591 

5,834 

1,286 

1949  t 

827 

12,250 

12,871 

3,759 

6,242 

1,313 

37,262 

1950  2/  , 

39  .GCK> 

saved  per  litter 

Vianber 

Dumber 

Buniber 

Bmnber 

lumber 

ifunber 

■Jtunfcer 

1937-41  vr.  t 

6.63 

6.63 

6.34 

6.02 

5.99 

6.31 

6.33 

1942  t 

6.69 

6.59 

6.39 

6.13 

6.27 

6.38 

1943             .  i 

6.66 

6.45 

6.28 

6.09 

6.13 

6.26  . 

6.29 

1944  : 

6.71 

6.62 

'6.36 

5.94 

6.02 

6.35 

6.33 

1945  t 

6.63 

6.58 

6.36 

6.10 

6.15. 

6.41 

.6.S8' 

1946  t 

6.76 

6.73 

6.62 

6.11 

6.10 

6.23 

6.48  . 

1947  t 

6.88 

6.55 

6.36 

6.15 

6.24 

6.45 

6,39 

1948  : 

6.90 

6.78 

6.62 

6.25 

6.32 

6.42  , 

.6,6S  ■ 

1949    ,  » 

6.80 

6.63  ' 

6.54 

6.22 

6. 36 

6.54 

,  6.  dX 

1950  2/  5 

1/  Preliminary,  z/  Nuabor  Indioated  to  farrow  from  breeding  intentions  as  of  June  1,  1950  and  average  mimb  j 
per  litter  (1939-48)  «sed  to  calculate  indioated  nunfcer  of  pigs  saved. 
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fall.     An  increase  in  the  fall  crop  t?iis  year  may  be  the  fourth  in  suc- 
cession since  the  fall  of  1946.     The  indicated  1950  fall  crop  v.'ould  be 
28  percent  larger  than  the  30.5  million  crop  in  the  fall  of  1946, 


Tablo  2 

5-  TTun^bsr 

of  sovrs  farrovfing,  spring 

season,  raid 

p ere en 

tage 

distribution  by  months. 

United 

States, 

average  1937 

-41  and 

annual  1946-50 

laiTnber 

U  X      o  U  'w  O 

X  ci I  J.  U\'  J. 

ng 

Year 

:Dec.  1/  ! 

Jan.  : 

Feb. 

i  Ha  rch 

:  : 
:  April  : 
:  : 

I-ay 

: 

:  Total 
: 

.  Thou 3' 

The us. - 

Thou 3  7 

Thous, 

Thcus.. 

T liOU  £  , 

1937-41  av. 

•  290 

409 

1,999 

2,605 

1,440 

7,534 

1946 

'  296 

558 

2,135 

2,962 

1,S54 

8,109 

1947 

r  301 

393 

914. 

2,475 

3,06  3 

1,506 

8,552 

1948  ! 

•  263 

367 

2,150 

2,874 

1,548 

7,964 

1949 

!  305 

467 

z>oo 

2,623 

3,090 

1,583 

9,054 

1950  : 

275 

451 

1,444 

2,898 

3,168 

1-584 

9,518 

?erc 

cntag?  0 

f  tot^l 

£ov;s  farrc'/v:. 

Ji£  

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

r  e  c  ent     Fere  ent 

Percent 

?-:rc  snt 

1937-41  ave: 

3,9 

5,4 

10, 5 

26.  5 

34,6 

19.1 

100.0 

19 -i6  : 

3«7 

4.4 

S.7 

26=  3 

35,5 

20c4 

ICOoO 

1947  : 

5.5 

4.5 

10.6 

28,6 

35.4 

17.4 

]GO..O 

1948  J 

3.3 

4.6 

9o6 

27,0 

36  J 1 

lbV.4 

100..  0 

1949  ; 

0 » 3 

10-9 

29.0 

34.1 

17.5 

100,0 

1950  : 

2.9 

4.7 

12.0 

30, 5 

3  3  0  3 

16.6 

100.0 

1/  December  of  preceding  ye are 


The  rising  prices  of  hogs  since  mid-April  have  improved  the  income 
prospects  for  hog  fanners  and  have  doubtlessly  been  a  factor  in  farriers* 
plans  for  more  fall  pigs.     Prices  of  barrov's  and  gilts  at  Chicago  increased 
S3. 20  per  100  pound£  from  m.id-April  to  mdd-June,  and  at  the  latter  date 
were  within  $1*06  of  the  price  a  year  earliei', 

IJeat  Product  ion  J  Consuription  to 

PpTte  at  Klovt  1949  Level 

Coirmercial  meat  production  to  date  in  1950  has  been  larger  than  a 
year  earlier  by  a  small  margin  --  just  about  the  same  proportion  as  the  in- 
crease in  population.     Production  in  the  fir^t  quarter  was  1  percent  larger 
than  the  first  quarter  1949  production,  and  the  increase  in  the  second 
quarter  over  the  same  1949  period  appears  to  be  around  3  percent. 

Comparisons  for  1950  are  in  keeping  vnth  trends  of  the  last  3  years. 
Beginning  r.dth  1948,  meat  production  has  on  the  v:hole  increased  at  cbout 
the  same  rate  as  the  population.    Annual  consumption  per  capita  has  been 
steady.     In  1948,  it  vms  145  pounds  and  in  1949,  144  pounds. 


IliIS-40 


-  7  - 


^  This  slowly  increasing  production  and  stable  consumption  has  occurred 
at  a  time  of  very  large  corn  crops  and  sizable  increases  in  the  numbers  of 
pigs  raised  and  of  cattle  on  feed.     Increasing  quantities  of  grain  have  gone 
into  dairy  and  poultry  production  in  the  last  tv/6  yesirso    Support  programs 
havG  ret-^ulted  in  an  accumulation  of  corn  and  other  feed  grains  in  Government 
hands  or  urder  Gcvernmcnc  loan©    Although  more  livestock  have  been  raised 
and  fed,  the  increased  numbers  ]iave  been  partly  offset  by  lighter  average 
slaughter  ■v.'eightse    Moreover,  •  an  increase  in  numbers  of  cattle  on  farms  has 
.been  possible  only  through  some  reduction  in  slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves. 
Cattle  and  calf  numbers  increased  172  thousand  in  1948  and  2,0  milliCn  in 
1949,  and  a  further  increase  is  expected  in  1950» 

Slaughter  weights  bt  Steers  and  barrows  and  gilts  are  lighter  this  . 
year  than  lasti     In  1949^  average  market  weights  for  slaughter  steers  in 
the  Corn  Belt  were  exceptionally  high,  and  were  a  factor  in  providing  a  , 
:,rather  large  quantity  of  beef  despite  the  increased  number  of  cattle  with-  , 
held  for  herd  expansion.    This  year  steers  have  not.  been  as  highly  finish-  . 
ed  as  a  year  ago  and  slaughter  weights,  although  high,  have  been. lighter 
than  those  of  1949,    >  ■  ■: 

Current  weights  of  barrows  and  gilts  are  especially  low  in  comparison 
v/ith  the  war  and  postwar  years  through  1948«    Because  of  lov/  lard  prices  and 
seasonal  price  discounts  for  heavy  hogs  during  much  of  the  year,  and  a 
seasonal  price  adjustment  was  incorporated  in  the  schedule  of  support  prices, 
market^ weight s  became  especially  light  in  the  early  fall  of  1949,  Last 
August,  the  Chicago  average  for  barrows  and  gilts  was  beloviT  the  1938-41  av- 
erage for  the  month.     In  March  1950,  a  weakness  in  prices  and  uncertainty  as 
to,  continuation  of  price  supports  caused  \veights  again  to  drop  below  the 
prevjar  average.    Market  v/eights  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  averaged 
250  pounds  in  May.    That  weight  was  21  pounds  or  8  percent  below  the 
271  pounds  in  }'le.y  1948.    A  reduction  this  large  substantially  restricts 
the  increase  in  total  pork  production  that  vroui^d  accrue  from  increased  hog 
numbers.    However,  output  of  lean  pork  products  is  reduced  less  with  light- 
er v;eights  than  is  output  of  lard  and  fat  cuts.  .; 

Meat  Production  TMs  S\rnnier  ,  ^  ■ 

May  be  About  Eq^jial  to' 1949        ,  •  .  ^ 

Prospects  are  for  meat-  supplies  this  summer  to  be  about  the  same  as 
those  a  year  ago.    On  June  1,  3  percent  more  hogs  over  6  months  of. age  than 
a  year  ago  were  reported  on  farms.     More  of  the  fall  pig  crop  had  been  sold 
by  that  date  this  year  than  last.    But  6  percent  more  sows  were  on  farms 
for  spring  farrowing  this  year  and  the- number  to  be  marketed  this  summer  is 
slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago.    Slaughter  of  hogs  from  the  spring  pig 
crop  may  begin  very  early  again  this  year.    Based  on  these  indications^ j 
pork  production  during  the  summer  is  not  expected  to  differ  much  from  a 
year  earlier.  , 

Through  April,  cattle  slaughter  was  smaller  than  last  year.     In  May, 
Federally  inspected  slaughter  exceeded  that  in  May  1949.    More  cattle  were 
grain- fed  last  winter  than  in  the  previous  winter,  but  they  were  put  on 
feed  at  lighter  weights  and  scheduled  for  later  slaughtering  dates.  Con- 
sequently, cattle  slaughter  may  not  increase  as  fast  this  summer  as  last, 
and  may  not  regain  its  1949  level  until  late  in  the  season. 
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Table  3,-  Average  weight  of  "barrov/s  and  gilts  and  slaughter  steers  at 
Chicago  by  "months,  opre^var  average,  1S47  to  date 


!  Steers 

.  all 

grades"  OTvfc-  of  first  : 

BarroY7 

hands  . 

for  slaughter 

and  g."l 

z  s 

Month 

;  1937- ; 

' 41  av« ' 

1947 

:  1948  •: 

•  • 

1949  : 

1950  : 

1938-; 
41  avt ' 

1947 

:  1948: 

1949 

:  1950 

;'.  Lb. 

Lb, 

Lb, 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb, 

Lb. 

Lb, 

• 

January 

5  1,083 

■  998 

1,027 

1,103 

1,082 

237 

248 

255 

255 

247 

February 

.  1,071 

993 

1,063 

1,092 

1,081 

243 

256 

260 

254 

250 

I/krch 

:  1,055 

988 

1,063 

1,095 

1,061 

249 

26  3 

267 

256 

244 

April 

!  1,036 

991 

1,044 

1,083 

1,057 

247 

261 

267 

250 

246 

May 

:  1,035 

988 

1,047 

1,090 

1,049 

244 

267 

271 

257 

250 

June 

;  1,046 

982 

1,059 

,1,079  14,070 

240 

263 

275 

250  : 

1/243 

July  ! 

;  1,049 

990 

1,062 

1,071 

233 

261 

253 

242 

August 

!  1,046 

995 

1,048 

1,059 

236 

259 

239 

231 

September 

:  1,052 

993 

1,052 

1,045 

224 

239 

232 

215 

October 

1,071 

1,042 

1,068 

1,033 

221 

225 

226 

222 

November 

I  1,083 

1,043 

1,097 

1,067 

225 

231 

234 

232 

December 

:  1,100 

1,048 

1,093 

1,078 

232 

240 

245 

239 

Year  : 

.  1,060 

1,001 

1,060 

1,074 

236 

249 

254 

242 

1/  Average  of  first  3  weeks. 

Compiled  from  Iviarket  News ,  Livestock  Branch,  PIjIA. 


With  meat  production  likely  to  be  near  that  of  last  summer,  con- 
sumption per  person  in  the  July- September  quarter  may  be  about  the  sam.e  as 
the  34.5  pounds  consumed  in  that  quarter  last  year. 

More  Meat  in  Fourth  Quarter 

The  fourth  quarter  of  this  year  nmy  bring  the  first  substantial  in- 
crease in  meat  supplies  over  last  year.    Beef  production  may  ba  up  fi'om  the 
rather  small  production  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1949,     The  increase  v.dll 
come  from  fed  cattle,  slaughter  supplies  of  v^ich  are  not  likely  to  drop 
off  as  much  this  fall  as  they  did  last  fall.     Slaughter  of  grass  cattle 
probably  will  not  increase  over  last  fall,  because  of  continued  interest 
in  building  up  cattle  herds. 

The  larger  pig  crop  of  this  spring  will  be  reflected  in  more  hogs 
slaughtered  and  more  pork  produced  this  fall  and  vdnter  than  last.  It 
seems  unlikely  that  slaughter  weights  at  that  time  will  average  appreciably 
lower  than  last  year's,  which  in  early  fall  months  dipped  belov:  prev/ar  av- 
erages.   Weights  are  most  likely  to  stay  up  if  prices  rem.ain  at  or  above 
those  received  in  1949  and  if  discounts  for  heavy  weights  are  not  exception- 
ally wide. 
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Table  4.-  Number  of  hogs  6  months  old  and  over  on  farms  June  1,  1935-50 


:  Iferth 
I  oar    t          .  V/Snvrai 
:  States 

■ 
• 

s 

* 

other     ,. . 
States 

'           Unit  sd 
;  Stctos 

:            l^boq  hoad 

1935      1  10,729 

8  ,  499 

1  O     O  O  O 

1936  i 

i  11^969 

8,805 

OA  ry? /I 
<cO,  f  f  4 

1S37  J 

!  10.635 

9,5x8 

1938'  J 

\    ■  10,?43 

y , 3  oO     . .  , 

OA    T  Q'Z 

cU,  JLy6 

1939      :  13,460 

-  10,3  54.  .  . 

O  /I    '71  A 

1940  ) 

!  15,513 

.  Il,o50. 

or?   T  o 

...          f  js xDO 

1941  : 

!  14^787 

9,860. . 

O  /I     C  A'7 

.  ,  4i4,c47 

1942     .  J 

!  17,835 

lljO^^'D    .  .        .  . 

O  O    C<  T 

1943     ' ! 

!  23,017 

lC/,2':cO  

OO  ,<iv/  / 

••1944  ! 

20,866 

1  'Z    £1  T  A 

lo,oo4 

/I     PA  A 
O-l,  I'UU 

1945  ! 

!  16,147 

9,419 

O  C  CiCC 

CD  fObb 

-1946 

I             14,107       ■•  * 

ft  P>^7 

22  959 

1947-  ! 

!             15,527  : 

.  8,695. 

.  24,220 

1948 

5  14,650 

9,056, 

23,746 

■  1949 

:  14,175 

6,641  .    ,  , 

....  22,616. 

1950  1^/ 

:  14,968 

8,506 

23,4.74 

1/  Pi"-e  i  iraina  ry  . 


Prices  Continue  Higher  in  June;  ,         ■     ,  . 

Further  Increaged  Likely  -  .     .  , 

•  Prices  of  nost  nieat  animals  and  meats  leveled  qff  in  early  June  after 
rising  fast  from  mid- April  through  Fajr,    A  seasonal  prioe  increase  similar 
to  that  which  occurs  most  years  seems  likely  for  this  summer.     Meat  supplies 
in  prospect  do  not  appear  large  enough  to  prevent  a  furtiier  increase  above 
the  high  June  level,  so  long  as  personal  incomes  remain  very  large. 

Prices  of  all  classes  of  meat  animals , except  wooled  slaughter  lambs 
and  slaughte-!"  ewes  edged  upward  through  May,  then  steadied  the  first  part 
of  Jun3«    Pr?wces  for  all  market  classes  of  cattle  were  hi^er  this  June 
than- in  June  1949,  but  for  most  classes  were  lower  than  in  June  1948, 
However,  prices  of  Coinmon  s^laughter  steers,  stocker  and  feeder  steers,  and 
vealers  were  higher  this  June  than  2  years  earlier  (table  5). 

Prices  of  hogs  in  the  first  3  weeks  of  June  were  almost  as  riigh  as 
last  June  but  lower  than  in  June  1948,     Prices  of  lambs  averaged  slightly 
above  1949  but  below  1948  prices  for  the  month,    Evre  prices,  Vvhich  declined 
alm.ost  ."^S.OO  per  100  pounds  beginn-ing  in  early  April,  averaged  about  the 
same  this  June  as  last.    Price  -  changes  for  ewes  during  the  spring  reflect 
partly  the  increasing  proportion  of  ev^res  that  are  marketed  shorn. 
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Table  5.-  Market  prices  for  selected  classes  of  meat  animals,  and 
coirnosite  retail  prices  of  ^eets  &t  Nev/  York  City,  June  1948-50 


rice  per  100  pc\mds :  Porcsnt 


-  :  June.  1950      ;  :  ichang;e  froir 

Item  •  ■  ^  „      <^         oune  June   ^ 

:  (average  for  :Jv;ne  :June 

 ;first  ?  v/eeks);-"^-^^  ;1949  ;lC-48 

•         Polo  Dol»    Lo l ^ 

Meat  animals  : 

Slai;giiter  steers,  Chicago  : 

•   Choice  and  Prime  :        31.42         27. 51  36.79    /l4  -15 

Good  ,  30.01         26.37  34.85    /l4  -14 

Medium  :        27.95         24.61  30.97    /l4  -10 

Corrar;on  ..:        25.13         21.26  25.91    /l8  /b 

Average,  4  grades   :        30.15         2G.47  34.72    /l4    -13  i 

Covvs,  Good,  Chicago  23.14         20,81  26.33    /ll    -12  ' 

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago   :        29.25         26.13  27.27    /l2    /  7 

Stocker  &  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  l/:        27.65         22.53  26.96    /25    /  3 

Barrovrs  and  gilts,  Chicago  19.51         20,76  25.62    -  6    -17  \ 

Soivs,  Chicago  :        16.21  16.65  20.83    -  3  -22 

Slaughter  Ij.iribs,  Good  &  Choice,  spring, : 

Chicago  ...o..:        27.75         27.49  30.44    /l  -9 

Slaughter  lambs,  Gcod  &  Choice,  spring,: 

Kansas  City  ;        23.00         27.74  30.46    /  1    -  8 

Slaughter  e^-res.  Good  &  Choice,  Chicago  ;     "     9.14  9^41  10.83    -  3  -16 

:  Price  per  pound   

Meats,  retail,  Nevr  York  City  :        Gents         Cer-ts  Gents 

Steer  beef ,  composite  average  2/77.8  ^         68.7  80.5      /l3    -  3 

Lamb,  composite  average  .,...«    2/71.9  72.8  71,9      -  1    — - 

: Fork,  including  lard,  composite  average:     2/46,6  48.5  55.8      -  4  -16 

i/  Average  for  all  v/eights  and  grades. 
2^'^  A-verage  for  first  tvro  weeks. 

Compiled  fro  mi  I'arket  Nev^s ,  Livestock  Branch,  FIvlA., 

Retail  prices  of  beef,  pork,  and  lamb  advanced  about  equally  this 
spring.     ComiDosite  ave'-age  prices  at  Kev:  York  City  shovred  an  6  to  9  percent 

gain  for  each  kind  of  meat  from  early  April  to  early  June.  The  price  of 

steer  beef  in  early  June  v/as  15  percent  higher  then  in.  June  last  year,  but 
prices  of  pork  and  Irmb  were  slightly  lower  than  last  June.     June  1950 
prices  were  moderately  lower  than  those  of  June  19  48. 


Stronger  Demand,  Unchanged  Supplies, 
This  Spring,  SuT'imer  ' 

Iliglier  consumer  jncoFies  this  year  have  strengthened  demand  for  m.eat. 
Disposable  personal  income,  as  a  seasonally  adjusted  annual  rate,  declined 
from  193  billion  dollars  in  January-March  1949  to  191  billions  in  October- 
December.    Augme.nted  by  veterans*  insurance  refunds  and  a  construction  boom, 
disposable  income  mounted  to  a  record  201.3  billion  dollars  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1950,     As  insurance  refunds  neared  their  end,  incom.e  probably 
slipped  off  in  the  second  quarter  but  remained  high. 
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Demand  for  meat  failed  to  respond  iimnedietely  to  the  higher  incomes 
in  January- March  this  year,  but  its  increase  later  was  the  n.ain  factor  in 
the  rapid  price  advance  for  meat  and  meat  animals  beginning  in  mid-/lpril. 
Preliminary  indications  are  that  the  retail  va?:.ue  of  meat  consum.ed  in  the 
April- June  quarter  vill:  be  about  the  sam3  as  it  was  in  that ' quaf-ter  of 
1949,     Consumption  per  person  will  be  nearly  the  same;  prices  also- will 
average  little  different  because  higher  prices  for  beef  are  about  offset 
by  lov/er  prices  for  pork  and  lanib.     If  incomes  per  person  also  do  not 
differ  greatli'-,  the  retail  value  of  meat  consumed  in  the  quarter  v.lll: av- 
erage about  the  same  as  ' last  year .  relative  to  -incomes,  •      "  [ 

The  indication  that  demand  is  again  at  last  yearns  relation  to  in- 
comes supports  the  prospect  for  about  the  usual  seasonal  price- inc reases 
this  suT^imere     This  prospect  would  be  disproved  if  meat' -supplies  fail  to 
reach  expectations,  or  if  personal  incomes  should  begin  a -new  surge  this 

summer,                                                                           ' '  '  t  ■     ,  " 

*  *  '. 

Price  /.dvance  I.'bst  Likely  For  •     •  ■ 

Hogs  aiid  Better  Grares  ££  Cattle                                 .   ,  •  ■  • 

A  seasonal  increase  in  price  is  most  likely  this  summer  for  hogs  and 
the  bpitter  grades  of  cattle,  and  for  pork  and  beef.     Prices  of  barrov/s  and 
gilts  and  of  the  top  grades  of  cattle  may  reach,  their  peak  in  Is-'*^®  summer 
or  early  fall*    Prices  of  the  lower  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  are  likely 
to  decline  seasonally.     Lamb  prices  also  may  decrease  although  at  a  slov:er 
rate  than  usual, 

Larg'i^r  m.arketings  will  bring  seasonally  lower, prices  of  hogs  next 
fall.     Prices  of  the  better  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  majr/decl ine  moderate- 
ly during  the  fall,  v/hile -those  of  the  lower  grades  may  be  more  n'early  - 
steady,  ; 

Pric e  Discount  for  Heavy  Hogs  Widens,  -  • 

Is  Ab o\;;b  Averag:e  for  Season 

As  usually  happens  when  increasing  i?,umbers  of  "sows  are  marketed, 
price  discounts  for  heavy  hogs  have  widened.     Sow  marketings,  ¥;hich  Were 
rather  early  in  1949,  were  even  earlier  this  year.     In  the  first  "3  v'eeks 
of  JunOj  23  percent  of  all, hogs  received  at  7  markets  were  sows,    A  year 
earlier,  20  percent  of  receipts  in  those  weeks  yjero  sows,  and  t^vo  2,'^ars 
ago  only  11  percent  were  sows. 

The  price  spread  at  Chicago  between  20C-220  and  240-270  pound  barrows 
and  gilts  was  only  22  cents  oer  100  pounds  in  >'ay.     It  widened  to  72'  by  the 
week  ended  June  17,  buf  in  that  week  it  was  ^r^re  thrm  the  69  cents  in  the 
same  week  of  1949  and  in  percentage  terms  was  about  average  for  the  season. 
Early  in  1950,  the  price  discount  ;for  heavy  hogs  was  very  wi-de,  but;  as  more 
lightweight  hogs  arrived  .at.  markets  it  .narrovj-ed  faster  iii an.  usual. 

A  seasonally  \vider  price  spread  between  light  and  heaver  v/eights  is 
likely  this  summer.    At  the  peak  of  the  sow  marketings,  it  may  be  at  least 
as  v/'ide  as  average  for  the  season. 
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Prices  of  lard  end  fat  cuts  of  pork,  vrhich  have  a  bearing  on  the 
discount  for  heavj'-  v/eights,  were  about  the  sRine  this  June  as  last. 

Feed  Prices  Higher  Than  - 
Lagt  Spring; 

Prices  of  feeds  were  higher  this  spring  than  last.    The  cash  price 
of  corn  at  Chicago  in  June  averaged  about  12  cents  per  bushel  above  the 
price  in  June  1949,    Most  other  feeds  also  are  priced  higher  this  June 
than  last  ftable  S),  .  " 

Higher  prices  for  com  and  other  feed  grains  are  attributed  to  the 
loan  programs  that. have  vxithheld  sizable  quartities  from  consumption, 
together  v;ith  smaller  feed  grain  production  in  1949  than  in  1948,  and  in- 
creased re*QuireT:ents  for  livestock  production.    On  April  1,  this  year, 
stocks  of  corn  in  all  positions  were  the  largest  on  record.     Stocks  on 
farms  totaling  1,634  mllidn  bushels,  v;ere  164  million  s?:.eller  than  the 
record  stocks  of  a  yee.r  er.rlier.     Excluding  corn  on  farms  under  price 
support,  farm-  stocks  totaled  only  1,226  million  bushels,  compered  v.dth 
1,502  millions  on  April  1,  1949.    The  194-3-47  average  for  the  date  was 
1,173  million  bushels. 

Production  .of  byproduct  feeds  in  the.  1949-50.  feeding  year  is  e>:pect- 
ed  to- be  about  the  jsame  as  in  1848-49,     Supplies  of  oilseed  calces  and  meals 
may  total  slightly  larger,  but  those  of  wheat  byproducts  are  a  littlo 
smaller  than  last  year,     '   >'       •  .  , 

Higher  prices  for  feeds  probably  were  a  factor  in  the  smaller  in- 
crease in  the  spring  pig  crop  than  was  planned  last  December,  and  in  light- 
er slaughter  weights  of  cattle  and  hogs  this  year.    Prospects  for  production 
of  feed  grains  and  for  price  of  feeds  this  fell  vdll  affect  livestock  pro- 
duction later  this  year.     In  g'sneral,  indications  on  June  1  v/ere  for  a 
smaller  crop  output  than  last  year.    However,  no  very  certain  prospects  were 
evident  then,  and  the  first  report  on  the  new  crops  will  not  be  available 
until  July  10. 

Table  8.-  larlcet  prices  for  selected  feeds,  mid-June  1949  and  1950 


Feed  and 
market ' 


Pri 

ce 

I •    ■  Unit 

:Vveek 

ended 

:V/eek 

ended 

•Percent 

:  June 

10, 

;  June 

11,  • 

change 

:  19 

50 

:  19 

49  ! 

Corn,  Fo,  3  Yellow,  Chiciiro 
Oats,  ITo,  3  TTiite,  Chicago 
Cottonseed  meal,  Chicago  •• 
Soybean  meal,  Chicago 
Tankage,  Chica^^o  •••,,,,,», 
\^eat  middlings,  Cliicago 
V/heat  bran,  Chicago 
Alfalfa  hay,  ::o,  1,  Kansas  City 

l/  May  price, 


Cents  per  ' 
bushel 
Dollars  per 
ton 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


149.1 
97,7  ■ 
75.-95 
83.40 
106,50 
55.00 
47,50 

1/30.00 


135,4 
66.0 
64.50 
67.40 

112.50 
49,00 
44.50 
1/28,00 


Percent 

/48 

A3 
/24 

-  5 

/  7 


ms-40 


'bmi  OR  REVISED  SERIES 

Production  of  earned  meat  under  Federal  inspection,  and  apparent 
distribution,  is  given  by  years  j:ince  1937  in  table  9,     Fedorally  in- 
spected production  is  the  ma.icr  part  of  the  U,  S.  total  production. 

Less  ocnncd  neat  vms  produced  and  consumed  in  1949  than  in  1948. 
Nevertheless,  annual  output  ccnbinues  far  above  prevfar^  Kore  proiTotion 
by  pac^'.ers  a:id  distributors  and  v/ider  consumer  acceptance  are  likely  to 
retain  a  proninsnt  place  i'or  canned  meats. 

Table  10  contains  revisions  of  commercial  meat  production  by  months, 
1948  and  1949. 

Table  11  presents  data  on  comercial  production  of  lard  by  months, 
1947  to  1949,     This  series  has  not  been  published  before  in  this  Situation. 

Table  9,-  Canned  mer.t:    Production  and  distribution,  1937-49 


Year 


Federally 
inspected 

pro- 
duction 

1/ 


iBegin- 


Imports  [.  hir  g 
2j/  'stocks 


Total 
supply 


meroic.l 

exports 

!  Ending. 

;  U3DA 

and  ! 

!  stocks 

.pure ha  s 

ship-  . 

:  ^  : 

■  es  5/ 

ment  s  ; 
4/  . 

Military 
rurcha 


es  b 


/ 


Apparent 
civilian 
distri- 
bution 


Liiiab, 

Hil.r- 

u  Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

iiil.- 

lb.  Mil, lb. 

Miielbe 

Mil, lb. 

19371 

!  '508el 

88.1 

396.2 

21.9 

0 

374,3 

1938 

503.5 

78, G 

582.1 

22,3 

0 

369,3 

1939J 

406.8 

85.9 

492.7 

0 

468,8 

1940! 

530.2 

61,3 

591.5 

20.2 

0 

571,3 

1941! 

88  3.9 

104.3 

938.2 

26.7 

188^4 

75,5 

697.6 

1942: 

1,926.6 

91.6 

2,010.2 

19,8 

875,6 

920.5 

202.3 

1943 

t2,051,2 

105.5 

2,153.7 

9,9 

1,024.8 

680.5 

441.5 

1944: 

1,950.7 

87.7 

2,013.4 

13.2 

17,7 

448,6 

1,121.0 

417.9 

1945: 

1,926.1 

54,8 

17.7 

1,998.6 

13,5 

18.1 

559,6 

970.9 

636.5 

1946! 

•1^342.8 

•  3.3 

18.1 

1,364.2 

55.3 

<iw  .  D 

157.1 

19.2 

1 

,110.0 

1947' 

1,099.4 

28.7 

22.6 

1,-150.7 

64.3 

27.3 

31.1 

1 

,026.0 

1948: 

1^096,0 

129.1 

27,3 

1,252.4 

35.4 

28,0 

52,3 

1 

,136.2 

1949  1 

1^039, 7 

72,3 

28.0 

1,140.0 

25.7 

27.2 

25,0 

1 

,064.1 

l/  Beef,  pork,  sausag;s,  all  other,  excluding  soup,     2/  Canned  beef  only, 
3/  Cold  storage  stocks  only,     4/  Department  of  Coimeroe  data;  for  1941-46,  total 
exports  and  shipments  minus  lend-lease  and  UirRRA,     Amount  shipped  to  Civilian 
Supply  Program  taken  from  1948  and  1949  total  figure,     5/  Canned  meats  and  meat 
food  products  officially  graded  for  COG,    Does  not  include  transfers  of  neat 
from  the  military  to  CCC  or  small  quantities  turned  back  to  civilians  or  trans- 
ferred to  the  military.     Purchases  from  U.  S,  supplies  or  imports.     6/  From 
"statistical  Yesrbook  of  the  Quartermaster  Coros"  and  other  military  records. 
Not  a  complete  listing  of  all  canned  meats  purchased  during  the  Vv-ar  years,  but 
practically  all  of  the  canned  meats  purchased  during  the  vfar  for  mass  troop 
feeding.     Includes  imported  canned  meat  and  army  rations  and  some  neat  and 
rations  later  transferred  to  CCC  and  UKRRA.     7/  From  Federally  inspected  sup- 
plies and  imports. 
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Table  10.-  Livestock  slaughtered  and  meat  prodiwed  under  Federal  inspection  and  in  other  oonmeroial 

establishments.  United  States,  by  months  1948  and  1949 


Slaughter 


Meat  production" 


Federal- 
ly i»: 

speoted 


Other 
!  'whole— 
;sale  and: 


[Total. 

COlft- 


Federal" 
Jly  ia- 


!  Other 
s  •!»hole- 
:sale  asdt 


total 


Slau^t 


er 


Federal- 
ly in- 


s  Other  t 
i  •whole- 
:6ale. and 


tail  >rcial^ speoted  ;  ^^^^.j-  ^merciei;sFected  j  ^^^^^^ 


Total 
oom- 
meroial 


Meat  prodxietion 


_  ,  .  t  Other  «  -  ■  , 
Federal- .  -  .  Total 

^"1,  :sale  and4 
speoted  .  ^^.j^j^j^  ^meroial 


I  1,000 

1  AAA 

1,000 

Million  Million 

J.  ^  wyw 

■L  ,wwvy 

1,000 

Million 

W1  i  1  nn 

MjLxx  ion 

MX  XX  XOu 

I  head 

head 

head 

pounds 

pound.  s_ 

I  TT^  "ft 

head 

head 

pounds 

pounus 

pOLulClS 

Cattle  . 

Calves 

1946 

tian* 

1       X  f  OjLc  ,  X 

507.2 

1,819,5 

637 

cXH 

686. S ■ 

www.  V 

407-2 

993,6 

61 

FSD. 

387.4 

1,364,2 

493 

159 

610  R 

S79.7 

w  '  w  .  r 

'890,5 

49 

oo 

R7 

M9.r* 

r      .  98  b,  0 

480. 9 

l,46e.7 

513 

214 

I C  f 

DXX,  1 

1,077,5 

50 

AO 

4y 

yy 

Apr. 

499.3 

1,397,9 

475 

o  e 

226 

T<V\ 

oou,  c 

1,042,9 

62 

•as* 

xux 

May 

)              O  /  0  «  ^ 

449,7 

1,525,6 

450 

200 

oou 

OvO.  0 

4JJ0  .D 

925,4 

.'.  65 

A.A. 

Q7 

y  / 

June 

1,1U9.<£ 

440,0 

1,549,2 

545 

188 

loo 

1,039,6 

71 

4f 

llO 

July 

'  .1,045,9 

414.9 

1,460.8 

506 

176 

COT 
Del  . 

OfO,  / 

o  r  J.,  X 

947.8 

72 

A  A 

44 

1x6 

A..  — 

Aug, 

t  I,0o5e0 

427.9 

1,513,7 

524 

181 

(  uo 

Ddo.  4 

ilCmO 

942,0 

76 

A  C 

40 

TOT 

xcl 

478.8- 

1,657.0 

570 

203 

■     1  1 0 

991,6 

..  81 

AO 

40 

TOT 

127 

Oct. 

456,9 

1,653.1 

568 

1S4 

(oc 

C  TO  O 
OCCaO 

1,008,9 

82 

A  A 

44 

1  oc 
X£D 

Not. 

!  1,151,4 

439.5 

1,590.9 

558 

186 

/  44 

Oi.4,  i. 

978,8 

77 

42 

T  1  Q 
1X9 

Dec* 

1, 196,9 

411,0  1,607,9 

605 

178 

ICC  7 

Q97  7 

R7 

39 

iOo 

Year 

l<i,99o,o 

5,392,6  18,386.3 

6,433 

2,333 

o,  (Ob 

b,9Uo, / 

4,Ooy  ,  f 

11,766,4 

■  ■  79l 

'  '  k-th — 

036 

1      "ZO  1 

1,323 

1949 

Jbn. 

1, 125. O 

406,5 

1,532.3 

•596 

183 

1  IS 

4oo«  y 

34o .  4 

.  832.3 

54 

37  , 

91 

Feb. 

1  994,2 

353,3 

1,347.5 

536 

161 

697 

476.4 

336.8 

813.2 

47 

55 

82 

Mar. 

.1,102,1 

408,1 

1,510.2 

607 

187 

794 

618,6 

423.2 

1,041.8 

57 

41 

98 

■  Apr. 

(  995,-9 

365,1 

1,361,0 

555 

168 

721 

562,0 

368.1 

930.1 

53 

38 

91 

•May  . 

:  1,024,7 

385,3 

1,410,0 

■571 

176 

747 

510,6 

556,8 

867.3 

53 

39"  • 

92 

June  ■ 

I  1,095.2 

398.9 

1,494,1 

585" 

180 

765 

533.0 

364,7 

897.7 

60 

45 

103 

July 

t  1,090,5 

376,9 

1,467,4 

576 

167  r 

743 

501.3 

335.8 

837.1 

63 

40 

103 

Aug.  ■ 

s  1,231,8 

440,2 

1,672.0 

642 

'  193 

835 

549,2 

381.1 

930,3 

74 

49 

123 

Sept.  ■ 

r  1,224,3 

448.7 

1,673.0 

625 

196  • 

821 

551,5 

379,0 

930.5 

74 

47 

121 

Oot. 

:  .  1,156,4 

426.4 

1, 581^8 

585 

18?  • 

772 

567,6 

379.4 

947.0 

75 

45 

120 

Nov, 

t  1,116,4 

419.5 

1,535.9 

566 

185  ■ 

751 

584,7 

377,9 

962,6 

75 

44 

119 

Deo, 

:  1,064,5 

363,9 

1,428.2 

556 

161  • 

717 

510.5 

327,7 

838.2 

61 

36 

97 

Year 

13,221.6  4,791,8  18  ,013,.4.  6,998 

2,144 

9,142 

6,449.2 

4.378,9 

10,828,1 

746 

494 

1,240 

Sheep  and  lanfcs 


Hogs 
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Jatu 

!  1,547.3 

116.7 

1,464.0 

60 

5  • 

65 

5,223,5 

1,375.7 

6,599,0 

746 

185  • 

9Z9 

Feb. 

!  1,208.6 

98.1 

1,306.7 

56 

4 

60 

3,745,8 

1,109.5 

4,855.'3 

531 

148  , 

67« 

Mar, 

•  1,174.7 

122.5 

1,297,2 

65 

6 

60 

59574.1 

1,222.5 

4,796,6 

506 

166 

672 

Apr. 

t  1,045.1 

135.0 

1,178,1 

47 

6 

53 

3,342,7 

1,133,8 

4,476,5 

473 

166  • 

629 

May 

!  978.0 

117.3 

1,095,3 

42 

5 

47 

3,562,3 

1,002,0 

4,664,3 

516 

158  . 

655 

June 

1,261.8 

143.2 

1,405,0 

52 

6 

58 

4,234,8 

884.6 

5,119,4 

661 

125 

774 

July 

!  1,194.8 

138.3 

1,555,1 

50  . 

5.  ' 

55 

3,044,1 

704.7 

3,748,8 

478 

96 

576 

Aug. 

t  1,264.1 

142.1 

1,406,2 

53  ' 

6 

59 

2,440,1 

647.9 

3,088,0 

572 

91 

465 

Sept. 

1,464.0 

161,7 

1,616,7 

62  , 

6  '-  . 

68 

.  2,835,6 

839,0 

3,674,6 

598 

116 

614 

Oct. 

•  1,632,3 

136.4 

1,768,7 

68 

5  . 

73 

4,097,5 

951,8 

5,049,3 

559 

151 

690 

Nov. 

1,443.6 

134.9 

1,578. 5 

62  *  . 

6 

67 

6,425,0 

1,030,6 

6,455,6 

752 

144 

896 

Dec. 

!  1.328.7 

119,7 

1.^48,4 

68  • 

6  • 

•  ■  65 

'  6,089,4 

1,152.6 

7,242,0 

851 

160 

1,011 

f^ar 

■15,343.0  1,563.9  16,896.9 

665  , 

65 

728 

.47.614.7 

12.054,7 

69.669.4  6 

,832 

1,654 

8.486 

1949 

Tan. 

1,234.5 

104.5 

1,559,0 

66  ' 

5  ' 

60 

5,376.6 

1,084.6 

6,461.2 

762 

145 

907 

Feb. 

!  1,046.6 

8.6.1 

1,131,7 

48 

5 

61 

4,079.5 

969.7 

6,049.2 

565 

127 

690  , 

Mar. 

,  949.2 

83.3 

1,052,5 

43 

4 

47 

4,314.7 

1,006.1 

5,320,8 

594 

150 

724 

Apr. 

675.6 

.  88,1 

763,7 

31 

5 

54 

3,893,9 

840^1 

4,734,0 

528 

108 

656 

May 

760.9 

97,3 

853,2 

34 

4 

38 

3,721.4 

777,7 

4,499,1 

518 

101 

619 

June 

t  898.1 

112,8 

1,010.9 

57 

5 

42 

3,744,8 

702,6 

4,447,4  • 

557 

92 

649 

July 

:    ,  976.3 

106,3 

1,082.6 

41 

4 

i  46 

5,164,6 

624.9. 

5,789.6 

496 

85 

578 

Aug. 

!  1,126.8 

128,6 

1,255.8 

48 

6 

54 

5,417,5 

765,4 

> 4,170.7 

500 

98 

698 

Sept.  i 

1,180.0 

118,9 

1,298.9 

51 

4 

56 

5,879,4 

849,9' 

4,729,3 

518 

110 

628  i 

Oot.  : 

1  1,172.3 

115.0 

1,287.5. 

51 

6 

66 

4,959,2 

9U,9 

6,871,1 

654 

118 

•762  ' 

Nov. 

1,060.4 

106  #0 

1,166.4 

48 

4 

52 

6,003,1 

1,068,4 

7,071.5 

802 

159 

941  1 

Deo.  ] 

1,057.3  ■ 

93.8 

1.151.6 

49 

4 

53 

6,477,2 

1.122,7' 

7.599.9 

881 

142 

1.025  J 

Year 

12,136.5  1,240.1  13,376.6 

536 

5l 

587 

63,031,7  10*712.0  63,743.7-7 

,352 

1,595 

8,745  J 
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Table  11.-  Meat  and  lard  produced  under  Federal  inspection  and  in  other 
commercial  establishments.  United  States,  by  months,  1947-49 


Year 

and 

month 


Meat  production 


Federally  '.^y^^^lZ^^  j  Total 
inspected  ret^n-.^owmeraxB.! 


Lard  lto auction 


:    ether  : 
federally  , 

inspected  ^^^^^ 


Total 
coTKiend  al 


;   Mil.  4,0. 

Mil.  it). 

ivlii  •  Id, 

r/ill  t  XD  . 

i-lle  10b 

Jan. 

■      1  ccz 

!  l,bo6 

525 

2,178 

37 

0  C 

257 

r  eo.  ' 

;  l,id44 

398 

1,642 

139 

27 

265 

Maw  < 

^  r  o 

T  COO 

1 ,  oyy 

14o 

Apr. 

\       J.  fCOC 

oyy 

1  ,DO'J 

TOO 

00 

InU 

May 

T           O  r7 

i  IgoZ" 

372 

1,699 

144 

22 

167 

June  ; 

363 

1,649 

147 

20 

167 

.   July  ! 

k       1  'Zr\'7 

•zoo 
too 

1,695 

148 

19 

Lb  1 

Aug.  ! 

1       1     1  /IT 

l,4oo 

108 

lb 

1  0  "2 

Lc6 

.       1     0  0  7 

L  ,bD7 

fSA 

cO 

T  T  y1 

114 

'±dU 

T     0  fZ 

l,oc3 

llf: 

CO 

loo 

Nov.  J 

T  COD 
l,Ot/0 

1      0  C  1'^ 

l,9co 

ICC 

155 

23 

178 

Dec.  i 

454 

2  ,093 

204 

28 

232 

Year  J 

\   Lb  OD 

4,  c-43 

2 1 , .  7  9 

1,722 

1,  999 

oan.  J 

f      1,0'.' 4 

y1  CO 

4C:d 

1 ,955 

188 

28 

216 

r  eD  .  ! 

.        1  TOO 

!  i,icy 

■7  c  rt 

359 

1,488 

T  yi  I 
141 

22 

163 

fcar*  i 

1,  lc4- 

/I  "2  /I 

434 

1  ceo 

1,553 

TOO 

128 

23 

1  C  T 

151 

A'DTt  '• 

436 

1 ,  4^3  3 

108 

0  "2 

23 

131 

May  ! 

!  1,060 

387 

1 ,  447 

122 

22 

145 

June  ; 

t  i,oiy 

564 

1,683 

169 

20 

188 

July  J 

•  1,1U0 

3c  O 

1,428 

123 

Ic 

1  "2  0 

139 

Aug.  ; 

l^U-vO 

1,348 

91 

T  /I 

14 

i05 

oepu,  i 

T  111 

OIL 

1 ,  40*: 

D  7 

o7 

T  7 
1  / 

104 

ucv,  ; 

"i     9  ^■'  7 
1  ,  <i  O  / 

1  ,c  4x 

TOT 

19 

140 

Nov.  i 

I        T     ,1  /I  Q 

1    1 ,  '±4y 

"7  77 

3  n 

I,8<:i6 

176 

23 

199 

L'tJC.  ! 

1  •  Ool 

1 9  96  3 

TO/? 

26 

^,  ^1 

Year ! 

•     l-^:,  lex 

/I  COO 

19  .  o03 

1,DOO 

0 

0  c 

1^.32 

dan.  ! 

\     1 ,  46  7 

370 

1,837 

213 

24 

r  eb.  J 

1,194 

*7  O  1^ 

326 

1,  520 

157 

22 

173 

Mar  •  ; 

1,  oOl 

362 

1,  t63 

159 

23 

183 

ADr  •  J 

'  1,165 

317 

1  48^^ 

X  0  1 

1  57 

Ma^r  ! 

1,176 

32  0 

1,496 

136 

18 

154 

June  : 

1,239 

320 

1,559 

145 

17 

162 

July  J 

1,175 

294 

1,469 

134 

15 

149 

A^ig.  : 

1,264 

346 

1,610 

128 

17 

145 

Sept. : 

1,268 

357 

1,625 

123 

19 

142 

Oct.  : 

1,345 

35  5 

1,700 

159 

20 

179^ 

Nov.  : 

1,491 

372 

1,863 

199 

25 

224 

Dec.  : 

1,547 

343 

1,890 

232 

27 

260  ; 

Year  J 

15 ,632 

4.082 

19,714 

1,923 

247 

2.170 

Totals  are  sums  of  unrounded  figures. 
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S^leotesd  'ff iCi«'-St-ati's1>icsKfi>r  M       Animals  \J. 


Item- 


-  -  -  -  'Unit- 


January- May  Av.     ?  »_ 
1949 


1950 


Apri'l  -is  •  May      s  Jua« 


Cattle. and  calves  •         .  .'s:  . 

Beef  steers,  slaughter-  ■sDollai's  pe' 

Chicago  J 'Choice  ahd  Prime  i  "i t .  i  r  «»■<■»-«  »-s400  pounds 

Good   tio'.  •••••o  «••...«  tX'-l  f.  •  »    x.;,"  •  °      ..4?.*  , 

Medium  ».,.<.........•  t   o  i . :  do. 

Common.    •Dotp»««»eiJ'lreeo«eB*oe«»e«tf»»«»oe*  dO  o 

Al  1  grade s  oo«a9««»»>«««<i><>»«>D«ai>oe°  do « 

Omaha,  all  grades  ....<....:  do »  . 

Sioux  City,  all  grades  =     o . ».;/.».« ^  do.  • 

Cows,  Chicago  v.  •.  .        '  '  . 

Good  V  .....  c  ...»........•..••..•...••.•••.  :  do. 

Comnon   do; 

Canner  .and  Cutter  ....'..'«...:  do. 

Vealers,  •Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  5  do,. 

Stocker  aad  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  .,.,5  do.    •,  • 

Price  received  by  farmers  :  '      .  . 

Beef  cattle   do. 

Veal  calves   :  do ,  ' 

Hogs  .'  '         ■  . 

Barrows  end  gilts  s 
Chicago  ,  ,  ' 

160-180  .pounds   ; 

180-200  pounds   .\  .  i 

200-220  "pounds  i 

220-240  pounds  ; 

240-270  pounds   ....,.<....,.,  i 

270-300  pounds  .y;;.  : 

All  weights  \ 

Seven  markets  ^  .'  .........  ) 

Sows,  Chicago   '  : 

Price  received  by  farmers*.....   : 

Hog-oom  price  ratio  5/  i 

Chicago,  barrov;s  and  gilts  i 

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs  ..ei 


Sheep  and  lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chioego 

Price  received  by  farmers  

Lambs 

Slaughter,  ,Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  ..... 
Price  received  by  farmers  


-26.57 
24o24 
22.39 
20.68 
23. S6 
22.93 
22,67 

19.28 
2/16.29 
3/16.29 
29.11 
23.09 

20.58 
24.16 


3So20 
27.90 
25.02 
22.51 
26.68 
25.29 
25.48 

20.26 
17.35 
14.96 
30.28 
25.07 

21.16 
24.52 


26.12 
24.92 
23.62 
22.07 
24.88 
24.03 
24.04 

20.72 
2/16.89 
3/16.60 
26.35 
24.02 

21.10 
23.70 


30.94 

27.66 
25.21 
22.99 
26.94 
25.62 
26.04 

21.00- 
17.86 
15.27 

29,46- 
25.79, 

21.80 

24.60 


All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 
(1910-14-100)   


:   ■      ■ .  . 

3 

t                 ■    ,  I 

:  : 

«  .  : 
:Dollars  per: 

:100  pounds  : 

«       do.   .  ! 


520 


511 


519 


512 


39.09  43.76 
51.96  6/49.90 


Meat 

Wholesale,  Chicago 

Steer. beef  carcass.  Good,  500-600  pounds 
Lanib  q areas s.  Good,  30-40  pounds  ....... 

Composite  hog  products,  including  lard 

72.84  pounds  fresh   

Average  per  100  pounds  ............. 

71.32  pounds  fresh  and  oured  

Average  per  lOCi  pounds  ^ . . . . 

Retail,  United  States  average 

Beef,  Good  grade  

Lamb  

Pork,  including  lard  

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 

••  ••Wholesale  (1926»100).  ^. 

Retaij...il935-59«100)  , 

J/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistioal  AppeMix  -to  thi 
2/  Cutter  and  Common.  '  '  " 

"%/  Average  for  prices  of  Cutter  and  Comnpn,;'and  of  Canner  (txjnilr  JJutter). 
V  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omha,  Sioux  Ci-ty,"  S.  St. 


31.54 

29,19 
27.10 
24.44 
29.02 
27.64 
27.99 

22.92 
19.41 
16.35 
50.68 
27.19 

'23.20 
26.70 


do. 

:  20.32 

16.93 

18.84 

15.80 

18.86 

do. 

:  20.52 

17.29- 

1^.23 

16.32 

19.46 

do. 

:  20.44 

17.55.  .  . 

.  19,26 

16.62 

19.67 

do. 

:    20. 13 

17.19 

19.22 

16.62 

19.54 

do. 

19.61 

16.88 

19.03 

16.41 

19.56 

do. 

:  18.97 

16.61 

18.64 

•  16.2(j 

18.94 

do. 

i  19.49 

16.62 

18.86 

16.35 

■  18.96 

do.  • 

19.88 

16.81 

18.76 

16.2^ 

.19.01 

do. 

:  16,18 

14.51 

15.96 

14.67 

.16.27 

do. 

19.02 

16.38 

17.90 

'  15.60 

'  18.50 

do. 

!  14.4 

12.3 

13.9 

11.6. 

12.8 

do. 

;  16.9 

15.4 

14.7 

12.4' 

15.8 

:  do. 

:  12.52 

12.68 

12.52 

13.18  ' 

10.96 

do. 

:  9.98 

10.59 

10.60 

11.10 

•  11.00 

'  dp.' 

:  27.56 

26.77 

29.62 

26.64 

'  26.89 

:  do.' 

-25;r2 

25.50 

25.50 

'  23. 8d 

'  24.60 

542 


41.25  45.82  46.75 
68.36  6/51.66  6/65.57 


:  21.69 

18.44 

20.55 

17.98 

20.44 

:  do. 

:  29.78 

25.32 

28.21 

24.68 

28.06 

:  do. 

:  26.14 

21.48 

23.87 

20.98 

23.59 

>  56.25 

30.12 

33.47 

29.42 

52.80 

:  Cents 

t  64.2 

66.4 

64.6 

68.1 

72.2 

s  66.6 

66.4 

75.6 

69.2 

70.7 

:  41.5 

,    ,  .  . 

37.0 

40.0 

36.6 

59.8 

t 

217.4.  . 

227.0 

214.9 

234.0 

t  225.9 

225.6 

228.0 

224.8 

239.9 

^  Number  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  iralue  to  100  pounds,  of  live  hogs 
"tf  Prioes  of  45-60  lb.  laab  oaroasses  for  moaths  of  1950  azeapt  January. 


Joseph,  and  S.  St.  Paul. 
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Selectecfmarketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  'animals  aiid  meats  1/ 


•  •  c  t  « 


Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 
Number  slaughtered 

Cattle  »r«.««o»«»>»»»«<'i>»»»«»«» 
Calves  ,  c  c  > ,  t . 
Sheep  and  lambs 

Hogs  .t.i)oeii»«»« 

Percentage  sows  >  •  o  > « » *  < 
Average  live  vreight  per  head 

Cattle     e  •  e  •  •  •  a  < 


«  e  •  e  9  e 


I  dOf 
!  do. 
;  do. 
I  dc. 
; Percent 

I  Pounds 


Calves  .....•«••«  •  :  do. 

 :  do. 

„  :  do. 


Sheep  and  larnbs   

Hogs   c  : 

Average  production  i 

Beef  5  per  head  : 

Veal,  per  head  

Lamb  and  Tnutton,  per  head  ......  c ..  : 

Pork,  per  head  2/  : 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  2/; 

Lard,  per  head  : 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  e . ; 

Total  production 


do. 

do, 
do. 

do, 
do, 
do. 

do, 
Jiillion 


Beef  ,  :pounds 

Veal  :  do. 

Lfisib  and  mutton  *••«*, ..a.. ....<><•.:  do . 

Pork  2/   :  do. 

Lard  


do. 


Total  conanercial  slaughter  5/ 
Number  slaughtered 
Cattle 


«c,,es.o 


OCf.tCC.9 


riogs  

Total  production 
Beef  


Pork  2/ 
Lard  ... 


Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  s 

Beef  :  do. 

Veal  :  do. 

Lani)  and  inutton  c...:  do. 

Pork^  c   do. 

Total  meat  and  meat  products  4/  ;  do. 


i/  E 


5,243 
2,651 
4,666 
21,386 
10 

993 
179 
97 

249 

549 
101 
45 
159 
56 
38 
15 

2,862 
264 

211 
2,965 

803 


5,157 
2,484 

4^654 
23„710 


^992 
5/185 
^101 

5/241 

5/542 
5/103 
5/  48 
5/135 
5/  56 
5/  35 

5/2,797 
5/  255 
5/  22s 
5/3,192 
840 


1,025 
510 
761 

5,721 
14 

997 
182 
93 
249 

560 
104 
44 
140 
56 
37 
15 

571 
53 
34 
518 
136 


108 
12 
10 

545 


959 
494 
834 

^,316 
11 

991 
181 
100 
238 

551 
102 
48 
133 
56 
35 
15 

526 
50 
40 
574 
151 


1,076 
496 
941 

4,338 


5/980 
5/200 
5/  96 
5/244 

5/540 
5/110 
5/  46 
5/137 
5/  56 
5/  36 
5/  15 

5/581 
5/  55 
5/  43 
5/594 
156 


51,000  I 

5head  : 

7,161 

1,410 

1,323 

4,485 

867 

834 

5,125 

858 

922 

26,064 

4,499 

5,221 

^Million: 

3,738 

747 

694 

454 

92 

87 

230 

38 

44 

3,576 

619 

687 

909 

154 

174 

« 

:  Januarv-Mav 

1950 

Item 

J  Unit 

*;  1949 

't  1950 

'  1949 
•  May 

:  April 

!     May      :  June 

Meat  animal  n)S.rketings 

Index  number  (1935-39= lOO) 

;  132 

136 

127 

122 

141 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 
8  Com  Belt  States 

Cattle  end  calves  ..,,.o.o..o..»,. 
Sheep  and  lanibs  <i.>..o.»oe.o......i 

I  1,000 
. 5  head 
s   do  0 

i  4SS 
J  512 

644 
582 

92 
163 

128 
98 

130 
157 

100 

91 

73 

10 

10 

7 

11 

8 

7 

549 

542 

490 

77FI 

749 

672 

on. 

February 

1950. 

2/  Excludes  lard. 


^  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 


"i/  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  carmed  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed, 
5/  Estimated  from  weekly  data. 


U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  26,  D.  C. 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
pa;^anent  of  postage  03OO 


OFFICIAL  BUSIilESS 

B  AE-  livIS-  40-  6/50-  5 500 
Permit  l^o.  1001 


